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GETTING STARTED 
 

Approaches to Fundraising 
 
There are two ways to approaching your fundraising: 
 

1. Raise money to directly support yourself (e.g. to support you in 
running a race, participating in an event for charity, etc.). Initially, 
most people will give in order to support you in your goals as an 
individual rather than giving to AYUDA as an organization. Your 
friends and family know you and in turn will support what you are 
passionate about. 

 
2. Raise money specifically for AYUDA and the young people whose 

lives we are impacting. This is most effective if you are 
approaching a more general audience. These donors may be more 
likely to continue to donate to AYUDA in the future. 

 
Understanding AYUDA 

When asking for donations for the organization, you might get a lot of 
questions about what AYUDA does.  People want to know where their 
money is going!  

It is important to have information readily available for when you do your 
fundraising, so with this in mind we have included a downloadable 
summary of what AYUDA does within the fundraising section of the 
website.   We also encourage you to use our website, Twitter and 
Facebook pages as resources and to visit our YouTube page for videos!  If 
you have questions, you can always contact us at info@ayudainc.net.  

People are more likely to support you if they feel you are knowledgeable 
and passionate about the cause.   

 

 

Choosing a Fundraising Platform  
As you will see on our website – there are three kinds of fundraising 
options we offer within the online platform. Below you sill see a 
description of each.  The good news is, once you are registered to become 
a Funding Ambassador for AYUDA, you can use and manage multiple 
fundraising options within the online system.  Within this document, you 
will find tips and tricks for each of these. 

 

• The Personal Page:  This is basically the home base for your online 
donations – your personal page should include the “why” of what 
you are doing.  We encourage everyone who is becoming a 
Funding Ambassador to create a personal page. From this page, 
people can make donations online.  Personal pages can be created 
on behalf of yourself or your group, or as a Honorary or Memorial 
page for your friends or family, or anyone else that might be special 
to you,  

• Host an Event: Through this platform, AYUDA will help you create 
a special online site where you can manage RSVP lists, ticket sales 
and email reminders for a special event you plan with the purpose 
of raising money and awareness for AYUDA. 

• Special Events: In the past, many of our supporters have made 
AYUDA a part of their special events (e.g. weddings, birthdays) by 
asking attendees to make a donation to the AYUDA in lieu of 
receiving gifts.   
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DONATION PROCEDURES 

There are a few different ways that people can donate funds to you: (1) online 
via your personal fundraising page; (2) checks/cash via mail, (3) in-person 
contributions (cash, check or credit card).  
 
The procedures are outlined below: 
 

Online Donations 
 
On your personal fundraising page there will be a link that leads your 
supporters to the online donation form. We encourage you to use this method 
for donations because it will allow you to track your donations easily. 
 
Whenever possible, encourage donors to donate online, because: 
 

• It is easier and more efficient to follow-up, send thank you notes and 
inspire your supporters to follow you. 

• You won’t have to rely on a promise to find a stamp and send an 
envelope. 

• Online donations are often quicker and easier for the user.  

• Online donations are easy to track via your Fundraising Center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Checks 
 
It is much more efficient for your donors, managing your fundraising total and 
also for AYUDA to have your donations made electronically online via the 
AYUDA website but it you do end up receiving a check – they should be sent 
directly to: 
  

AYUDA  
1700 N. Moore St. Suite #2000 
Arlington, VA 22209 
*Donors must include your name in memo section of check or a 
separate note   

 

Please remember: 

• Have your donors complete the donation form - available for 
download via the online donation page (or you can complete it 
for them).  

• Don’t stockpile your checks (they usually have a date within 
which they can be cashed). Send them as soon as you get them 
so we can cash them and get your tally up to date. 

• Write your name/event name in the Memo section of the check 
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Cash Donations 
 
If you receive cash donations, please: 
 

1. Input and record the donor information on your personal fundraising 
center 

2.  Instead of sending cash, please deposit those funds to your personal 
bank account and write a personal check to AYUDA for the total 
amount. 

3. Mail personal check to AYUDA and in memo section of check, please 
write "CASH" AND "X date" that you recorded the donations in your 
fundraising center.  For accounting purposes, you must enter all 
donations. 

4. Email list of names and amounts of donations that correspond with 
total amount on the check. Make sure everything adds up and 
correlates!  

5. Please do not stockpile donations and try to mail in donations at least 
every 2 weeks 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fundraising Updates 

 
These can be seen via your fundraising  page when desired. 

Your fundraising page will automatically update your fundraising 
progress, Offline donations will be updated if/when checks reach the 
AYUDA office, and will be directly automatically linked to your online 
page. If you are expecting a large donation or are concerned a donation 
has not arrived, please call us so we can double check for you.  
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BECOMING AN AYUDA AMBASSADOR 

 
 

 

Creating your Online Fundraising Page  

 

 
 
PERSONAL FUNDRAISER is the name of the web platform from Convio 
(www.convio.com) that AYUDA uses to create online fundraising pages.  
Each supporter creates their own personalized profile, and can create 
one or more personal page or event to support AYUDA. 
 

Advantages: 

• You can personalize your own page with its own web address. 

• AYUDA provides an easy template to create it in 5 minutes. 

• You and your donors track your progress in real-time. 

• Easy to share your page across various mediums – from email to 
Facebook to Twitter. 

 
Features of your page: 

• Email your page to many people at once. 

• Use a personal or AYUDA photo. Or upload an entire album of 
photos. (HOW TO instructions can be found online in your 
fundraising center). 

• Add live widgets to your Facebook page, blog, or other social 
media outlets. 

• Donors receive tax deductible confirmation and thank you 
automatically. 

• Tag your pages with keywords for donors’ searches. 

• Receive notifications from when you receive a donation. 

 
How to do it: 

• Please use the Personal Fundraising Help Section for more 
specific instructions 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

A few tips for Personal Pages 
 

• Make it Personal – Tell the world WHY you are interested in supporting AYUDA.  Nothing is more powerful than telling people in your own 
words!  

• Share Your Link Everywhere! Use the social marketing tools on your personal page to share your link on Facebook, Twitter, etc.  The more 
exposure you have to your event, the more donations you will receive! 

• Tell a Friend!  Help those who are donating to AYUDA feel a part of your campaign.  Encourage them to share their efforts with their friends 
as well.  

• Stay in Touch!  Don’t forget to use email correspondence to keep in touch with your online donors.  More on letter-writing below.  
• Here are a few links that offer tips and tricks for running an online donation campaign.   

 
http://www.frogloop.com/care2blog/2010/2/6/five-online-fundraising-tips-to-raise-more-money.html 
http://www.fundraising123.org/article/secret-sauce-social-media-fundraising 
https://www.facebook.com/note.php?note_id=181667102992  
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GENERAL TIPS ON FUNDRAISING 

 
Letter Writing and Email Campaigns 
Although hand-written letters are a nice touch, we understand that letters 
are not necessarily the most practical or time-efficient way to send a 
personal message.  For the most part email has replaced the mail in many 
of correspondences – casual and formal.  Not only can it be as effective as 
mail correspondence – it is also cost effective. These tips can also be 
applied to mailed letters, and if you have the time and resources to use the 
mail, we encourage you to do so. 

 
Helpful materials to use: 

• Sample emails /letters 

We have created some templates for this purpose (both for letters and 
emails) 

• Fundraising flyers  

These PDFs are available to download and print on our website or attach 
to emails. They’ll guide donors in how much to donate and the donation 
procedure.  

 
Personalize! 

• Be sure to write any correspondence in your own style. 

• Talk about why you are supporting AYUDA and what the experience and 
cause mean to you. 

• Consider writing a small handwritten note at the bottom of the printed 
letter.  In an email form, try to include a few personal sentences.  

 

Saying Thank You 

• Depending on how many letters you write, you could write a different 
introductory paragraph for each recipient.   

• Sign your name in ink (if on paper).  

 
• If you receive offline donations and/or are mailing Thank Yous, it may 

a bit more time consuming than online, but some people prefer that 
method and there are still corners you can cut to make the process 
more efficient. (e.g., sending a thank you photo postcard, sending a 
brief post card, size of text area for thank you, printing address labels 
and writing your name on top of label, etc.).   

 

• If you receive donations online, it is extremely easy to send thank you 
notes. All the donor contact information is there and you can create a 
personal Thank You template. 

 

• AYUDA sends a generic tax receipt thank you letter to all donors, but 
AYUDA do not personalize our notes to your donors, especially if we 
do not know your supporters yet. So we rely on you to personalize 
your thank you notes. 
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Hints to Multiply Your Fundraising Efforts  

There are many types of programs that you can put on, but be creative 
combining strategies.  The following are some tricks you can apply in 
different types of events. Feel free to use as many methods as you want in 
your specific event: 

• Matching Sponsors:  An individual or a company can match profits 
from an event, doubling your intake. This will often inspire 
attendees to donate more, too. Note that you should be very 
prepared when approaching the company for sponsorship. 

• Corporate Matching Gifts:  Some companies (such as Starbucks, 
Bank of America, Novo Nordisk, and tens of thousands others) match 
charitable donations (and give volunteer hours) of their employees.  
The company will usually send a simple form to the donor, who will 
forward it to AYUDA and voila, but the employee needs to be the 
one to ask for the form.  There is more information about this on our 
website at www.ayudainc.net/give. 

• Donated Materials:  Avoid paying for materials whenever possible.  
Seek donated items from businesses, friends and family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Corporate Matching Grants  
 
Matching Grants 
 
Matching Grants are a great way to double your money. If you have a 
parent or relative that works for a medium to large sized company, there’s 
a good chance that the company has a matching grant scheme for their 
employees. This will mean that if an employee gives $500, their company 
will match it with an additional $500 donation. Each scheme will likely vary 
to some degree but it is definitely worth encouraging your parents or 
relatives to investigate the company policy. The company you work for 
may do something similar too. Some employers (like Starbucks and  
others) also match employee volunteer hours up to a certain amount 
(usually $1,000).  
 
AYUDA volunteers or supporters have received matching grants from in 
the past include: 
 

! Bank of America 
! Starbucks 
! The Gates Foundation 
! Novo Nordisk 

 
To check to see if a company is involved in matching grant program, visit 
“Matching Grants” under www.ayudainc.net/give .   
 
To find more companies that are involved visit: 
http://www.osugiving.com/corporatematching.html. 
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HOSTING AN EVENT/SPECIAL EVENTS 

Below are some tips that might help encourage creative thinking in 
regards to raising money for AYUDA during an event.  A few notes on the 
differences between Special Events vs. Hosting an Event. 

 

Special Events 

When we say “Special Events” typically we mean adding AYUDA to 
part of your own special event – such as a wedding, birthday party, 
bar/bat mitzvah,etc.  Ambassadors who have done this in the past 
have asked attendees to make a donation to AYUDA in lieu of/in 
addition to gifts.  This can also be done in honor / in memory of a 
loved one.    

Donations can be collected online prior to, during, or after the event 
by creating a specific Personal Fundraising Page, or using your 
existing Personal Page. The URL link can then be emailed to friends 
and family invited to the event and the URL link can be included on 
invitations, etc.  You might also consider collecting donations during 
the event and/or including a public awareness element about AYUDA 
to your event.  Some ideas for this are listed in this section. 

Host an Event 

Typically this means you would create an event specifically to raise 
funds and awareness about our cause.  We again encourage you to 
set up a Personal Fund raising page, but in terms of the invite for the 
event, AYUDA will work with you to create an online invite that will 
allow you to sell tickets and manage RSVPs.  Prior to filling out the 
“Host an Event” application online, we encourage you to read 
through this and the online checklist.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Tips to get you started on fundraising for an event 
 
Set a fundraising goal   
• Decide on your overall fundraising goal (make sure its realistic!) 
• Suggest a contribution amount on your invitation/personal page based 

on your fundraising goal and how many people that you have invited.  
• Ask everyone you invite to contribute, even if they cannot attend the 

party. 
 

Create an event committee   
 
• Ask friends and family to help you. Creating a host committee will make 

your party planning experience that much more enjoyable. 
 

Publicize and recruit  
 
• If you are hosting an event, AYUDA will happily post your event on our 

website.   
• Use email, phone calls, flyers, facebook, twitter, social media 

Other tips to make your event a success 

• Set up a contribution/collection jar and sign-in table  
• Designate an area for informational materials 
• Take pictures – share them on your personal fundraising page and with 

AYUDA! 
• Distribute favors. (they are a great way for guests to have a keepsake  

and  constant reminder of the issue  and don’t need to be expensive) 
• Send thank you notes/follow up with attendees 
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Event Ideas 
 
Here you will find some practical event ideas: 
 
Information Sessions 
 
Video Screening 
 
Showing a film or documentary is a good way to attract people, get them 
thinking about the issue of diabetes and youth empowerment and build 
interest in AYUDA. 

Consider asking a professor to screen one of AYUDA’s videos or a related 
documentary in his or her class during World Diabetes Day. Not only are 
there large numbers of students around, but also your college or university 
will have rooms with the capability of showing videos on a large screen. 

Prepare a few thought-provoking questions to start off a discussion following 
the video. Get people involved, and make sure to pass around a contact 
sheet to get all the contact information! 

Take pictures of your meeting so we can post them on our website! 
 

Tabling at a College/School Campus  
 
Set up a table on campus or a busy sidewalk, pass out literature, and talk to 
people about AYUDA.  It’s a simple way to recruit or raise money.  
• Make sure to include a contact sheet. 
• You know your campus and “hotspots” of student activity  
• This event can be set up in cafeterias, dorm common areas, etc. that will 

have a more receptive audience with high traffic. 
• Student Groups 
• Teaming up with university student groups for events can be 

advantageous; they can have extensive networks and can book rooms, 
AV equipment and other university services for you - networking is key 
fundraising!  

 

 
 
 
 
Neighborhood Fun - Community Events 
 
Get Active! 
 
Fun athletic events such as runs, walks, or competitive tournaments can take 
place indoors or out, and will boost your campus’s competitive spirit while 
bringing your community together for a great cause. 
 
Bake Sale 

Get stores, friends and family members to donate ingredients so you don’t 
have to pay anything. 

Car Wash 

Bring a bunch of friends on board; advertise directly on the street. 

Dinner Party 

Host at a family’s or friend’s house, firehouse, church, etc.  Make it a potluck 
or have your friends cater. 

Pet Walking/Pet Sitting 

Advertise by word of mouth, flyer, or even newspaper or radio.  The services 
would be in exchange of a donation. 

Yard Work 

Talk with people around town and ask for donations for your services.  Team 
up with some friends on this one.  You might also be able to do a relay: get 
sponsors to commit $x per lawn you mow, and go on a marathon mowing 
weekend. 

Garage/Tag/Yard Sales 

Collect a bunch of donated items (yart sale is art on the yard!) and have a big 
sale.  Great to time this with the closing of the semester when everyone is 
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moving out of their dorms and houses for the summer and are looking to get 
rid of things,. 

 

 

-a-Thons 

You can do any kind of “thon” you want, and you’ll collect pledges from 
people supporting you; walk a certain number of miles, swim a number of 
laps, or even scale a mountain (supporter Oliver Potts climbed Mt. Blanc for 
AYUDA, narrowly dodging a deadly avalanche and raising over $8,000!). 

Virtual Auction 

Get some interesting items donated and make a bulleted list with short 
descriptions in the body of an email.  Send it out to your contacts and have 
them “reply to all” with their bids.  You can include the market value; 
minimum bid, and suggested bidding increments.   

Going out – Event Ideas for a day/night on the town 

Food profit percentage 

You invite new guests to the restaurant; a percentage of profits go to you.   
Some restaurants already have offers like this; others can be convinced.  Try 
something like 50% of all appetizer sales from one day will go to AYUDA.  
You bring in new business and get people to order food they wouldn’t 
normally do, and you’re helping out the business. 

Happy Hour 

Arrange for low happy hour prices with a bar that has a semi-private room; 
invite everyone.  They pay at the door and get drink tickets; half goes to bar 
payout, and half goes to AYUDA.   

Guest Bartending 

Some bars offer this type of event; your people team up with their people, 
you promise a good turnout, and you work behind the bar serving.  Think of 
ways to turn this into a money-maker: Charge a door cover (and push for it all 
to go to AYUDA), put a collection jar out, do a 50-50 raffle, trivia game, etc. 
Do note that some bars will not like people who are not their employees 
working behind their bar. 

Bar Crawl 

This can be a very fun event.  Get a bunch of teams of 4-5 people together; 
each person pays, say, $40 and they get 2 drink tickets at 4 bars each; half 
that pays the bar, half goes to AYUDA.  Combine it with trivia and pub golf.   
 

Deli Dollars 

Do this on a campus deli/bagel shop that has a high customer turnover.  
Customers donate a dollar; the owner matches it with a dollar of his own.  
You invite a ton of new customers; everyone wins.  Cashiers must ask each 
guest if they’d like to donate; put signs up everywhere too.  

College Events 

You can organize an event or tap into a pre-existing tradition.  Look into 
charity balls, music nights, battles of the bands, block parties, etc.  Pitch the 
committee with a presentation (AYUDA can supply you with slides). Also you 
could research pre-existing diabetes organizations on campus and attempt 
to work/co-sponsor with them. 

Raffle 

Pick a desirable item such as a gift certificate for a massage or restaurant gift 
certificate and raffle it off to your friends and family.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 13 

 
 
 

 
 

Past Volunteers’ Events 

Vanessa’s Date Auction 

Vanessa hosted a springtime Date Auction in New York City.  She gathered 
some of her friends who were willing to be participants, found a location 
that allowed her to host her event for free and spread the word.  She 
advertised mostly through emails, but also with fliers and word of mouth 
through her circle of friends. 
 

Holiday Party 

A few years ago, Aida Taye and Gabby Robayo (CAE ‘04 & ‘05 Volunteers) 
from GWU hosted a Valentine’s Day party at a local club to raise money. 
The club allowed them to keep a percentage of the profits collected from 
the night in exchange for promoting the event.  Have your friends work the 
event as volunteers to save money. 

“Make your Mark” raffle with Starbucks 

Tony Battista, a CAE ‘06 volunteer, arranged for a mixed group of 
volunteers (Starbucks partners, friends, family, etc) to sit at a table selling 
raffle tickets for Starbucks coffee and educating the public about AYUDA.  
In addition to any money made from selling raffle tickets, Starbucks paid 
$10.00 for each volunteer hour spent on the project (minimum 25hrs, max 
100hrs); i.e. 10 volunteers @ 10 hrs each= $1000.00 given directly to 
AYUDA. 

 

Field Games Event 

Marissa Schwartz hosted a capture the flag game at her school for 
professors and students; participants paid $5 to play, and over 50 people 
turned up.   

  

 

 

 

Using the Web 

Consider checking out the following websites for additional fundraising 
ideas: 

www.easy-fundraising-ideas.com  
www.americasfundraising.com 
www.benevolink.com 
http://www.givespot.com/resources/grantseekers.htm 
http://foundationcenter.org/ 

  http://www.ideasfundraising.co.uk/ 
 



 14 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¡Juntos somos más fuertes! Together we are Stronger! 


