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HOSTING AN EVENT/SPECIAL EVENTS 

Below are some tips that might help encourage creative thinking in 
regards to raising money for AYUDA during an event.  A few notes on the 
differences between Special Events vs. Hosting an Event. 

 

Special Events 

When we say “Special Events” typically we mean adding AYUDA to 
part of your own special event – such as a wedding, birthday party, 
bar/bat mitzvah,etc.  Ambassadors who have done this in the past 
have asked attendees to make a donation to AYUDA in lieu of/in 
addition to gifts.  This can also be done in honor / in memory of a 
loved one.    

Donations can be collected online prior to, during, or after the event 
by creating a specific Personal Fundraising Page, or using your 
existing Personal Page. The URL link can then be emailed to friends 
and family invited to the event and the URL link can be included on 
invitations, etc.  You might also consider collecting donations during 
the event and/or including a public awareness element about AYUDA 
to your event.  Some ideas for this are listed in this section. 

Host an Event 

Typically this means you would create an event specifically to raise 
funds and awareness about our cause.  We again encourage you to 
set up a Personal Fund raising page, but in terms of the invite for the 
event, AYUDA will work with you to create an online invite that will 
allow you to sell tickets and manage RSVPs.  Prior to filling out the 
“Host an Event” application online, we encourage you to read 
through this and the online checklist.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Tips to get you started on fundraising for an event 
 
Set a fundraising goal   
• Decide on your overall fundraising goal (make sure its realistic!) 
• Suggest a contribution amount on your invitation/personal page based 

on your fundraising goal and how many people that you have invited.  
• Ask everyone you invite to contribute, even if they cannot attend the 

party. 
 

Create an event committee   
 
• Ask friends and family to help you. Creating a host committee will make 

your party planning experience that much more enjoyable. 
 

Publicize and recruit  
 
• If you are hosting an event, AYUDA will happily post your event on our 

website.   
• Use email, phone calls, flyers, facebook, twitter, social media 

Other tips to make your event a success 

• Set up a contribution/collection jar and sign-in table  
• Designate an area for informational materials 
• Take pictures – share them on your personal fundraising page and with 

AYUDA! 
• Distribute favors. (they are a great way for guests to have a keepsake  

and  constant reminder of the issue  and don’t need to be expensive) 
• Send thank you notes/follow up with attendees 
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Event Ideas 
 
Here you will find some practical event ideas: 
 
Information Sessions 
 
Video Screening 
 
Showing a film or documentary is a good way to attract people, get them 
thinking about the issue of diabetes and youth empowerment and build 
interest in AYUDA. 

Consider asking a professor to screen one of AYUDA’s videos or a related 
documentary in his or her class during World Diabetes Day. Not only are 
there large numbers of students around, but also your college or university 
will have rooms with the capability of showing videos on a large screen. 

Prepare a few thought-provoking questions to start off a discussion following 
the video. Get people involved, and make sure to pass around a contact 
sheet to get all the contact information! 

Take pictures of your meeting so we can post them on our website! 
 

Tabling at a College/School Campus  
 
Set up a table on campus or a busy sidewalk, pass out literature, and talk to 
people about AYUDA.  It’s a simple way to recruit or raise money.  
• Make sure to include a contact sheet. 
• You know your campus and “hotspots” of student activity  
• This event can be set up in cafeterias, dorm common areas, etc. that will 

have a more receptive audience with high traffic. 
• Student Groups 
• Teaming up with university student groups for events can be 

advantageous; they can have extensive networks and can book rooms, 
AV equipment and other university services for you - networking is key 
fundraising!  

 

 
 
 
 
Neighborhood Fun - Community Events 
 
Get Active! 
 
Fun athletic events such as runs, walks, or competitive tournaments can take 
place indoors or out, and will boost your campus’s competitive spirit while 
bringing your community together for a great cause. 
 
Bake Sale 

Get stores, friends and family members to donate ingredients so you don’t 
have to pay anything. 

Car Wash 

Bring a bunch of friends on board; advertise directly on the street. 

Dinner Party 

Host at a family’s or friend’s house, firehouse, church, etc.  Make it a potluck 
or have your friends cater. 

Pet Walking/Pet Sitting 

Advertise by word of mouth, flyer, or even newspaper or radio.  The services 
would be in exchange of a donation. 

Yard Work 

Talk with people around town and ask for donations for your services.  Team 
up with some friends on this one.  You might also be able to do a relay: get 
sponsors to commit $x per lawn you mow, and go on a marathon mowing 
weekend. 

Garage/Tag/Yard Sales 

Collect a bunch of donated items (yart sale is art on the yard!) and have a big 
sale.  Great to time this with the closing of the semester when everyone is 
moving out of their dorms and houses for the summer and are looking to get 
rid of things,. 
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-a-Thons 

You can do any kind of “thon” you want, and you’ll collect pledges from 
people supporting you; walk a certain number of miles, swim a number of 
laps, or even scale a mountain (supporter Oliver Potts climbed Mt. Blanc for 
AYUDA, narrowly dodging a deadly avalanche and raising over $8,000!). 

Virtual Auction 

Get some interesting items donated and make a bulleted list with short 
descriptions in the body of an email.  Send it out to your contacts and have 
them “reply to all” with their bids.  You can include the market value; 
minimum bid, and suggested bidding increments.   

Going out – Event Ideas for a day/night on the town 

Food profit percentage 

You invite new guests to the restaurant; a percentage of profits go to you.   
Some restaurants already have offers like this; others can be convinced.  Try 
something like 50% of all appetizer sales from one day will go to AYUDA.  
You bring in new business and get people to order food they wouldn’t 
normally do, and you’re helping out the business. 

Happy Hour 

Arrange for low happy hour prices with a bar that has a semi-private room; 
invite everyone.  They pay at the door and get drink tickets; half goes to bar 
payout, and half goes to AYUDA.   

Guest Bartending 

Some bars offer this type of event; your people team up with their people, 
you promise a good turnout, and you work behind the bar serving.  Think of 

ways to turn this into a money-maker: Charge a door cover (and push for it all 
to go to AYUDA), put a collection jar out, do a 50-50 raffle, trivia game, etc. 
Do note that some bars will not like people who are not their employees 
working behind their bar. 

Bar Crawl 

This can be a very fun event.  Get a bunch of teams of 4-5 people together; 
each person pays, say, $40 and they get 2 drink tickets at 4 bars each; half 
that pays the bar, half goes to AYUDA.  Combine it with trivia and pub golf.   
 

Deli Dollars 

Do this on a campus deli/bagel shop that has a high customer turnover.  
Customers donate a dollar; the owner matches it with a dollar of his own.  
You invite a ton of new customers; everyone wins.  Cashiers must ask each 
guest if they’d like to donate; put signs up everywhere too.  

College Events 

You can organize an event or tap into a pre-existing tradition.  Look into 
charity balls, music nights, battles of the bands, block parties, etc.  Pitch the 
committee with a presentation (AYUDA can supply you with slides). Also you 
could research pre-existing diabetes organizations on campus and attempt 
to work/co-sponsor with them. 

Raffle 

Pick a desirable item such as a gift certificate for a massage or restaurant gift 
certificate and raffle it off to your friends and family.   
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Past Volunteers’ Events 

Vanessa’s Date Auction 

Vanessa hosted a springtime Date Auction in New York City.  She gathered 
some of her friends who were willing to be participants, found a location 
that allowed her to host her event for free and spread the word.  She 
advertised mostly through emails, but also with fliers and word of mouth 
through her circle of friends. 
 

Holiday Party 

A few years ago, Aida Taye and Gabby Robayo (CAE ‘04 & ‘05 Volunteers) 
from GWU hosted a Valentine’s Day party at a local club to raise money. 
The club allowed them to keep a percentage of the profits collected from 
the night in exchange for promoting the event.  Have your friends work the 
event as volunteers to save money. 

“Make your Mark” raffle with Starbucks 

Tony Battista, a CAE ‘06 volunteer, arranged for a mixed group of 
volunteers (Starbucks partners, friends, family, etc) to sit at a table selling 
raffle tickets for Starbucks coffee and educating the public about AYUDA.  
In addition to any money made from selling raffle tickets, Starbucks paid 
$10.00 for each volunteer hour spent on the project (minimum 25hrs, max 
100hrs); i.e. 10 volunteers @ 10 hrs each= $1000.00 given directly to 
AYUDA. 

 

Field Games Event 

Marissa Schwartz hosted a capture the flag game at her school for 
professors and students; participants paid $5 to play, and over 50 people 
turned up.   

  

 

 

 

Using the Web 

Consider checking out the following websites for additional fundraising 
ideas: 

www.easy-fundraising-ideas.com  
www.americasfundraising.com 
www.benevolink.com 
http://www.givespot.com/resources/grantseekers.htm 
http://foundationcenter.org/ 

  http://www.ideasfundraising.co.uk/ 
 


