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GENERAL TIPS ON FUNDRAISING 

 
Letter Writing and Email Campaigns 
Although hand-written letters are a nice touch, we understand that letters 
are not necessarily the most practical or time-efficient way to send a 
personal message.  For the most part email has replaced the mail in many 
of correspondences – casual and formal.  Not only can it be as effective as 
mail correspondence – it is also cost effective. These tips can also be 
applied to mailed letters, and if you have the time and resources to use the 
mail, we encourage you to do so. 

 
Helpful materials to use: 

• Sample emails /letters 

We have created some templates for this purpose (both for letters and 
emails) 

• Fundraising flyers  

These PDFs are available to download and print on our website or attach 
to emails. They’ll guide donors in how much to donate and the donation 
procedure.  

 
Personalize! 

• Be sure to write any correspondence in your own style. 

• Talk about why you are supporting AYUDA and what the experience and 
cause mean to you. 

• Consider writing a small handwritten note at the bottom of the printed 
letter.  In an email form, try to include a few personal sentences.  

 

Saying Thank You 

• Depending on how many letters you write, you could write a different 
introductory paragraph for each recipient.   

• Sign your name in ink (if on paper).  

 
• If you receive offline donations and/or are mailing Thank Yous, it may 

a bit more time consuming than online, but some people prefer that 
method and there are still corners you can cut to make the process 
more efficient. (e.g., sending a thank you photo postcard, sending a 
brief post card, size of text area for thank you, printing address labels 
and writing your name on top of label, etc.).   

 

• If you receive donations online, it is extremely easy to send thank you 
notes. All the donor contact information is there and you can create a 
personal Thank You template. 

 

• AYUDA sends a generic tax receipt thank you letter to all donors, but 
AYUDA do not personalize our notes to your donors, especially if we 
do not know your supporters yet. So we rely on you to personalize 
your thank you notes. 
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Hints to Multiply Your Fundraising Efforts  

There are many types of programs that you can put on, but be creative 
combining strategies.  The following are some tricks you can apply in 
different types of events. Feel free to use as many methods as you want in 
your specific event: 

• Matching Sponsors:  An individual or a company can match profits 
from an event, doubling your intake. This will often inspire 
attendees to donate more, too. Note that you should be very 
prepared when approaching the company for sponsorship. 

• Corporate Matching Gifts:  Some companies (such as Starbucks, 
Bank of America, Novo Nordisk, and tens of thousands others) match 
charitable donations (and give volunteer hours) of their employees.  
The company will usually send a simple form to the donor, who will 
forward it to AYUDA and voila, but the employee needs to be the 
one to ask for the form.  There is more information about this on our 
website at www.ayudainc.net/give. 

• Donated Materials:  Avoid paying for materials whenever possible.  
Seek donated items from businesses, friends and family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Corporate Matching Grants  
 
Matching Grants 
 
Matching Grants are a great way to double your money. If you have a 
parent or relative that works for a medium to large sized company, there’s 
a good chance that the company has a matching grant scheme for their 
employees. This will mean that if an employee gives $500, their company 
will match it with an additional $500 donation. Each scheme will likely vary 
to some degree but it is definitely worth encouraging your parents or 
relatives to investigate the company policy. The company you work for 
may do something similar too. Some employers (like Starbucks and  
others) also match employee volunteer hours up to a certain amount 
(usually $1,000).  
 
AYUDA volunteers or supporters have received matching grants from in 
the past include: 
 

-‐ Bank of America 
-‐ Starbucks 
-‐ The Gates Foundation 
-‐ Novo Nordisk 

 
To check to see if a company is involved in matching grant program, visit 
“Matching Grants” under www.ayudainc.net/give .   
 
To find more companies that are involved visit: 
http://www.osugiving.com/corporatematching.html. 

 
 

 

 

 


